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As we begin a new year of Irish activities and new ideas. | thougnt | wouid reread the first Newslener
that | edited in October '83. We had staried planning our gecals for such an association and recruiting
members about a year previous. The newsletter stated that we had about 150 members. Today, we have
cover 1300 members and seven very active Chapiers are located in all regions of the province.

Our Association has grown due mainly 1o the fact that we have set goals, and in most cases have
accomplished these goals through a number of completed projects and on-going activities. In each case
these projects have shed a very positive light on Irish Cultural events in New Brunswick. The biggest and
most successful lrish event that now takes place is Canada’s Irish Festival on the Miramichi. The festival this
year aftracied some 25,000 people to all of its events. People attended the festival from every province in
Canada, some 20 American States and Ireland, France and Australia. 1

The iestival is a great bonus for Tourism and badly needed revenue for our province. The spin-off is in
the millions of dollars. It is because of this festival and Irish activities in New Brunswick, that Frank McKenna,
at his Nomination Convention in Chatham, received a loud cheer from some 3000 people in attendance,
when he promised the building of an Irish Cultural Center.

October 13th was not only a very historic day in New Brunswick, since the Liberal Party won all 58
seats, but 2 new milestone for New Brunswick Irish Canadians. We want to thank Premier McKenna publicly
for his commitiment to us and our ancestors. The challenge is great because something must be develeped
that is realistic. usuable and at the same time authentic in 2 number of ways.

The Provincial election resulis of October 13th, not only produced an historic outcome, as | mentioned
earlier, but ona whose names read as if one were listening 10 the roll call of the members of the Dail (Irish
Parliament). Surnames such as Kenny. Hurley. Mzaher, King, Dufiie. Dalton, O'Dennell, McKee, Murphy,
McAdam, Dysarl, Mooney, Barry, Lacey. and. of course, the new Premier, Frank McKenna, makes this
Legislature the most Irish of any in our history. There are . of course, many others who have Irish roots,

We wish the new governmeni well as it prepares to work for the benefit of all the people of New

" Brunswick. We hope as the future years fade away thal there will be a permanent home 10 show our childern

and their childern the hardships, fortitude, joys, faith and the committment to family life of our ancestors. Then,

finally, all Canadians can say, these (The lrish) were also among the settlers and great builders of New
Brunswick. j 7

FREDERICTON CHAPTER - ICCA OF N.B.

St. Thomas University and the Fredericton Chapter presented “A Conference on Irish Studies" at the
University on Ociober 15, 16, 17 - 1987.

A number of distinguished schelars took par such as Dr. Augustine Marin, Professor of Anglo-lrish
Literzture and Drama, University College. Dublin whe spoke on "The lrish Literacy Renaissance™; Dr. Cyni
Byrne, St. Mary's University. Hailfax lectured on "South East Ireland and the Atlantic Provinces: An Immigrant
Story"; Dr. Michael Kenneally, President-Canadian Association for Irish Studies™ "Contemporary lrish
Literature” - Tom Power. Dublin "The Catholic Church in South East ireland”.

Cn Friday at 7 p.m. Poetry and Dramatic Readings were given by Dr. Pat Walsh, St. F.S(.U; Dr. John
Meagher, Moncton: Bernadette Meagher. Moncton: Dr. Stewart Donovan, S.T.U. and Mrs. Ruth Arsenault,
Fredericion.

An Irish Ceiledh was held at Monsignor Boyd Center from @ p.m. to 1 a.m.
On Saturday Dr. Peter Toner - UN.B.S.J. spoke on ‘Irnsh Immigration to New Brunswick” :

Or. Augustine Martin - "Kavanagh anc the Tradition anc Proi. Padraig Osiadhail - Chair of Insh Studies -
St Mary's University. Haliiax spoke an * The Irish Language - The Challenge Ahead: Irish in the 21st Century.



On Saturday afterncon, the Fall Convocation of St. Thomas University paid special tribute to the Irish
of Mew Brunswick by conferring an Honorary Degree on His Excellency Sean Gaynor, Irefand's
Ambassader to Canada. Dr. Augusting Martin, a scholar in Anglo-Irish literature and drama- at University
College, Dublin, was also honoured for his crusading work as a promater of [rish writing and culture,

Or. Gaynor, who is nearing the end of a distinguished 35 year career as a diplomat, seid in his
convocalion address that groups such as The Irish Canadian Culiural Association of Mew Brunswick are
craaling a naw bond between Canadian and Irish people.

‘These groups have brought about a revival of interast in Irish matiers in the Atlantic Province”, he
said, "this is something of which people on bath sides of the Allantic can be proud”.

The Fredericton Chapter and St. Thomas University can indeed be proud of a weekend thal did
honours 10 our ancesiors and heritage. Gongratulations to the Fredericton Chapter Presideni - Patricia
O'Leary Couglan and the Conference Co-ordinator - Professor Stewart Donowan of St. Thomas University
and theair dedicated co-workers.

[H] H CANADIAN C
ESTMORILAND - ALBERF KE,\"I‘ CHAPTER #1

The biggest Irish happening in this area will 1ake place on Tuesday, Movember 10, 1987, when

IRISH ENCOUNTER '87 will take place at 7 p.m. at Keddy's Brunswick Hotel, Highfield & Main S1. Moncton.
The program is as follows:
1. Show of Irish Fashiens - by House of Tara, SaimtJohn

models are local members.
. lrish Dancers - Dawn Wedge and Ann Marie Leonard
. Chair of Schoaol District #15 - Medley of Music.
. Billy Macinnis - 14 yr. old Fiddler from P.E.IL
. Siobham McDonnell - rish Harpist from Halifax
. Hal & Tow Group - Insh Selections
. Guests: Dr. Slewan Donovan

Cir. Cyril Byrne

Oir. Tam Power

Irnish Coffee & Desseart - Cash Bar
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DDOR PRIZES

1. Dresden Figuring

2. Dinner for Two - Top Dack
3. Pot of Gold (Nuggets)

4, Claddagh Ring

Under the leadership of President Lourdes O'Reilly and a wery dedicated group of committee
members, this Irish Encounter has been in the planning stages since early summer,

Only 300 tickets have bean printed and sell for $20.00 each.

Tickats available from Executive Members and Eileen Sullivan at Tel. #382-4263
(Advance Ticket salas onlvl

Keddy's Brunswick Hotel will be giving at 10% discount to anyone attending who wishes lo stay
overnight. The next day, November 11th, Remambrance Day’is a haliday.

Lourdes especially extends a special invitation to members of the Association throughout Mew

Brunswick and beyoend 1z come to Moncton an Movember 13th and enjoy an evening that looks like " one 1o
be remembared”.
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Jack McNamara was elecied President of the Saint John Chapter of the ICCA of N.B. at their annual
meeting on Oct. 17th. Other officers elected are: first Vice-President Al Lowney, second Vice-President,
Willian Brenan; corresponding secretary, Donna Blanchard: Recording Secretary, Justine Dalzell; Treasurer;
8ill Taylor; Directors: Marie Corkery, Vincent Desmond, Shirley Dysart, Peter Forestell, Anne Gilbride, Jim
Harrington, Marie Murphy, Peter Murphy, Del O'Brien, Martina Riordon, Nancy Ryan and Alma Hazel.

Although Dr. Danny Britt is retiring as the founding President of the Chapter, he will be chairman of
next year's St. Patrick’s Week Celebration which will be one week this year. It will be preceded from Feb. 20 -
22 by an Irish play now in rehearsal under the direction of J. Edmund Maloney.

A childern’s Irish Village Fair is planned for the week, along with a round of concerts, appearances by
Irish poet Paul Durkin, a Sunday march to the Celtic Cross and an ecumenical Church service.

Peter Murphy reporied on the progress of a book he is researching on Irish Immigrants to Saint John.
Harold Wright announced the formation of Partridge Island Park and Museum Inc., which he said would push
for release of a government study of {easibility of a park on the Island.

| would like to take this opporiunity on behalf of the Association to thank Danny (as we call him) Britt
for the enthusiasm and dedication that he has brought to the Assaociation and especially his unseliish efforts
in the Saint John Area.

RESTIGOUCH

Dave Furlctte is the President; David Doyle Vice-President and Bert Smith - Secretary-Treasurer. The
Chapier had a very successiul Irish night in Jacquet River in June with some wo hundred people attending.
Local talent put on a few skits, sang and danced. Silliker and Dickson provided music for the second half of
the evening’s event. The Chapter also had a float in the Salmon Festival Parade in Campbeliten..

OUR NEWEST CHAPTER - VICTORIA COUNTY

Our newesl! chapter was formed in June with a gathering at Patriciys, an Irish restaurant, eight miles
south of Grand Falls, on the Trans Canada Highway. Si. Patrick's Church is within a stone's throw of the
restaurant. It gave me extra pleasure 1o preside at the election of Officers that day since this is the Parish that
I grew up in. Bill Whelan, New Denmark is the President; Terry McCarthy, Grand Falls, Vice-President -
Sharon Eagan - Upper Kent, Secretary and Marie McLoughlan, Grand Falls, Treasurer.

CHARLOTTE CO. CHAPTER

Joan Jones. President reports that they will try to have ancther gathering concerning genealogy. Ann
Breault (McKinley) the new M.L.A. for St. Stephens, and a valuable member of the Chapter and Association,
_ has given interesting talks in the past along this line. Joan is also becoming very versed in 1his field.

CANADA'S IRISH FESTIVAIL ON THE MIR
1987 Edition - Plans for 1988

The 1987 edition of the Ilrish Festival has truly been an exciting and rewarding event. The fourth
annual Festival which was held on July 17, 18, 19 was such a success in every way possible that it has
indeed "come of age”

The festival opened at 11 a.m. on Friday with an impressive ceremony that was attended by Premier
Richard Hatfield, Opposition Leader, Frank McKenna, local M.L.A's, Maycrs and special guests. The
highlight of the opening was the address by our guest speaker. Ireland's greatest living Irish Tenor - Frank
Paiterson who was accompianed by his wile Eily O'Grady. The County Tyrone lrish Pipe Band and Insh
Dancers added to the ceremony.
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